
UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk and RFO: Mrs Kathryn Lloyd

6 Sutherland Way, Vicars Cross, Chester CH3 5HN

Phone 07709512348 or email utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com 

MINUTES

11th July 2023 – Utkinton Village Hall 
PART ONE - PUBLIC AGENDA

	11.07.01
	Public Open Forum 

Cllr Tunney spoke for a grant application to be discussed in Item 11.07.12 from Utkinton Village Hall.  The Village Hall Committee wish to improve the storage space for user groups of the hall by restructuring the store room with shelving, making it easier and safer to use. Cllr Tunney opened the existing store room so that councillors could understand the current issues with storage. 

	ACTION

	11.07.02
	Present: Cllr Marian Atkinson, Cllr Tony Dahill, Cllr Matthew Grant, Cllr Andrew Needham, Cllr Caroline Stubbs, Cllr Graham Spencer (Chair), Cllr Graham Stewart and Cllr Francis Tunney
Apologies: Cllr Sarah Crawford

In attendance: Kath Lloyd, Clerk 

CWaC Ward Cllr Charles Hardy

	

	11.07.03
	Declarations of Interest: All councillors have now submitted their 2023 Declarations of Interest forms which the Clerk will pass to CWaC and put on the website.
Cllr Tunney and Cllr Stewart both declared an interest in Item 11.07.12


	

	11.07.04
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting of 15th June  2023: The minutes of the meeting of 15th June 2023 were approved as accurate and the Chair signed them on behalf of the council.   

	

	15.07.05
	Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters: CWaC Cllr Hardy reported that most of his time this month had been spent attending new councillor training sessions and that he had attended a Cabinet meeting as part of his induction.  Cllr Hardy also reminded the meeting that each CWaC Cllr has a “Members Budget” of £5,000 per year and that he would be keen to consider any applications from the parish council.  Cllr Hardy would also welcome any reports of issues or events that he might be able to attend.

	

	11.07.06
	Highways Issues: The first meeting of the Rural Parishes Group had met immediately before the council meeting.  Three CWaC Cllrs had attended, representatives from 8 parish councils and two CWaC Highways Officers and all seemed to find it useful.  A further meeting will be scheduled for the Rural Parishes to study the data and criteria used for risk assessments by CWaC Highways. 

	Chair

	11.07.06
	Planning Applications:

11.07.06.1   The council noted the  applications received and agreed the following response. 
Ref No

Site Address

Proposal

Response

23/01835/AGR 

Land Adjacent To Rowley House Quarry Bank Utkinton 
Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Erection, Extension or Alteration of a Building for Agricultural or Forestry use
No comments 
11.07.06.2 There were no notifications of decisions received. 
There was a short discussion about the process followed to notify the council of impending planning applications and it was agreed that the council would review the Planning Protocol at the Sept meeting.

	Clerk


	11.07.07
	Work Programme: the council  received updates on the work programme (see Appendix A) 

And:

1.  Resolved that the contractor be asked to carry out three additional grass cuts at 

             Cotebrook Meadow during the summer at a cost of £150. Proposed by Cllr Grant,    seconded by Cllr Stubbs, motion carried.

2. Resolved: that Cllrs Dahill and Grant should purchase a gazebo from Sun Leisure Ltd as a joint purchase with Tarporley Chapel and Tarporley Rotary in order to gain a 10% discount. A vote was taken on the colour of the gazebo and resulted in 3 votes for green and 5 votes for burgundy. 

	Cllrs Dahill & Grant

	11.07.08
	Cotebrook Community Orchard: 

11.07.08.1 The council discussed how best to manage the green space and agreed to hold a consultation event later in the summer to seek views of residents.
11.07.08.2  Cllr Grant proposed that the council  fund an update tree survey at a cost of aprox £500, seconded by Cllr Dahill, motion carried. 

	Clerk to arrange tree survey 

	11.07.09
	Notice boards: Cllr Dahill proposed that the council buy two notice boards at a cost of no more than £2250, seconded by Cllr Grant, motion carried. The Clerk was asked to wait for confirmation from Cllr Atkinson on whether a local provider might be able to supply before ordering from a nationwide company.
 
	Clerk

	11.07.10
	Remembrance Sunday: there was a debate about the date of the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial, some councillors preferred to continue with Remembrance Sunday and others preferred to move the commemoration to 11th November (Armistice Day). Cllr Stewart gave a brief historic overview explaining why it had been held on Remembrance Sunday previously and Cllr Grant gave a rationale as to why it would be better marked on 11th November. 
Cllr Needham proposed that the Parish Council hold a remembrance event on 11th November at 11am, seconded by Cllr Dahill, motion carried by 6 votes for and 2 against.
Councillor Stewart proposed that The Annual service of Remembrance should continue to be held on Remembrance Sunday, seconded by Cllr Tunney, motion carried by 5 votes for and 3 against.
The Clerk will include the item on the September meeting agenda. 

Cllr Atkinson circulated some information about the War Memorials Trust grants that support the repair and conservation works undertaken to ensure best conservation practice.  http://www.warmemorials.org/grants  The Clerk will look at the possibilities over the summer and report back. 

	Clerk
Clerk 

	11.07.11
	Finance Matters

15.06.11.1  Council approved the  accounts for payment and note accounts paid since 15th 
June  2023 and the Chair signed on behalf of the council.
15.06.11.2  Council noted the bank balance and cash book at the end of June 2023 and the 
Chair signed the bank statement and reconciliation on behalf of the council.

15.06.11.3  The council approved the purchase of  additional lamp post poppies, cable ties 
and wreaths at a cost of up to £100

	Clerk to liaise with Cllr Atkinson 

	11.07.12
	Grant Applications: the council considered a grant application for £500 from Utkinton 

Village Hall.  At this point, Cllr Tunney and Cllr Stewart left the room. The council agreed 

that all the criteria under the revised Guidelines had been met and that all the relevant 

supporting documentation had been received by the Clerk. The application is specific with a  

clear timeline and identified outcomes. Cllr Atkinson proposed that the council award the full 

amount of the grant requested, seconded by Cllr Grant, motion carried.


	Clerk to make payment

	11.07.13
	Jubilee Funding Group: The working party has not met since the last parish council 
Meeting but is scheduled to meet tomorrow to begin filling the Memory Books.
	

	11.07.14
	Town Council & Parish Councils & D-Day 80 – 6th June 2024: The Clerk has circulated an email from CHaLC asking councils to consider what, if any events should take place to mark D-Day 80 next year.  The Clerk will add to agenda in September. 

	

	11.07.15

	Date of future meetings
12th September 2023 at Cotebrook Village Hall 

	


APPENDIX A
	Village gateways


	6 Village Gateway signs in place to raise awareness of villages. 
	Junction of Heaths Lane / Fishpool Road/Stable Lane, there is a large grass verge

On Oulton Mill Lane at the boundary between UCP and Eaton-Rushton

On Eaton Road - at the boundary between UCP and Eaton-Rushton

On Utkinton Road opposite Heath Green (there is a small, insignificant ‘Utkinton’ sign, on a wider grass verge

On Wood Lane coming into Utkinton from Duddon adjacent to FP22 and FP18

On the A49 (Luddington Hill) - this last could be replaced by a 40mph sign from just before Eaton Road junction close to the Alvanley Arms)


	Precise locations provided by Cllr Tunney

CWaC Licences applied for – awaiting response.
	
	Clerk

	Grounds Maintenance Contract


	A safe and attractive environment
	Work being carried out by Josh Quinn according to schedule agreed by council 
	The first two cuts of the season have been completed and Cllr Spencer is scheduled to meet with the contractor in the next few weeks.  
	
	Cllr Spencer

	Replacement bench at Quarry Wood


	A safe and attractive environment 
	Bench at Quarry Wood is in poor condition and needs replacing. 
	Josh Quinn approached for price of wooden bench with installation – awaiting response


	J Quinn can install but not provide. 

Bench to be sourced and fitted. One bench bought for £165, two smaller ones bought for £180
	Clerk

Agreed at meeting 15.06.2023

	Notice boards – replacement of Cotebrook and Rose Farm boards


	A professional and good quality image/profile for the parish council
	Notice boards cost (with installation) from £300 - £1000

https://www.cestriansigns.co.uk/
Buy External Council Noticeboards, Church Noticeboards and Poster Cases (greenbarnes.co.uk)
https://www.shelleysigns.co.uk/

	Council approved the purchase of two notice boards at a cost of no more than £2250
	
	Clerk to purchase

	War Memorial/Shrine 


	A well cared for and attractive monument
	An offer has been made by a local resident to prepare and apply a couple of oats of Sadolin Extra Wood Stain to the cross to ensure its durability
	Approval from council of up to £50 to pay for wood stain 
	Update at meeting on 11th July 23
Cllr Stewart taking forward. 
	Cllr Stewart 

	High Billinge pond fencing


	A safe and attractive green space 
	Low level, attractive wooden picket fencing needed to make area safer and waring signs of deep water. 
	Quotes needed from 3 suppliers if possible – lead member to be identified. 
	
	Clerk to seek quotes

	Bus shelters 
	A safe and useful community resource 
	Utkinton bus shelter’s roof is in need of repair and Cotebrook shelter needs robust weeding and tidying 
	Both shelters inspected, some ivy to be removed and then review structural condition. 
	
	Cllr Grant

	Community Gazebo
	A safe and useful community resource
	The gazebo belonging to Utkinton Village Hall has collapsed after being used for community events for a long time
	Cllrs Dahill and Grant to purchase one which will be owned by the parish council but used by the community on a loan basis. Approval by council up to £300
	Agreed at meeting on 15.06.2023
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