
UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Cotebrook Village Hall on
Thursday 12th September 2023 at 7.30pm
Clerk & RFO:  Kath Lloyd
Email: utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com


                 

               
MINUTES
	12.09.01
	Public Open Forum: there were no members of the public present.

	ACTION

	12.09.02
	Present: Cllr Marian Atkinson, Cllr Tony Dahill, Cllr Matthew Grant,  Cllr Andrew Needham, Cllr Graham Spencer (Chair), Cllr Graham Stewart, Cllr Caroline Stubbs, Cllr Francis Tunney
Apologies accepted from: Cllr Sarah Crawford
In attendance: Kath Lloyd, Clerk and CWaC Cllr Charles Hardy 


	

	12.09.03
	Declarations of Interest: No new declarations of interest were received. 
	

	12.09.04
	Remembrance Day: The Chair thanked Cllr Stewart for his reminder of the Nolan Principles in a recent email exchange and then reminded the council of the decision made a the July meeting: 
“Cllr Needham proposed that the Parish Council hold a remembrance event on 11th November at 11am, seconded by Cllr Dahill, motion carried by 6 votes for and 2 against.

Councillor Stewart proposed that The Annual service of Remembrance should continue to be held on Remembrance Sunday, seconded by Cllr Tunney, motion carried by 5 votes for and 3 against.”

Since that meeting, new information has surfaced and the Chair referred councillors to the Briefing papers that had been circulated prior to the meeting (Appendix 1). There was a long and heated debate and the following points were made:
· The Chair clarified that in the motions carried at the July meeting, there was no agreement to move or stop the Remembrance Sunday commemoration.  There seems to have been some confusion locally about this. 
· The gathering at the War Memorial in Utkinton is a relatively recent tradition, although commemorations have been held there since 2018, when the council decided to mark the end of WW1. 
· In 2018, it was agreed by the full council that a road closure was not needed and this decision has not been reviewed since.  As numbers of attendees has grown, it is now not possible to hold such an event without a full risk assessment, road closure and approval from CWaC.

· Two quotes for around £500 have been received from Traffic Management firms who would be needed to manage the highways.

· The role of St Helens Church seems to be unclear and it was questioned why a wreath from the parish council had never been laid there. 

· The Saturday 11th November event is visualised as a fundraiser for the Royal British Legion, which will include the 2 minutes silence and be at one of the village halls.

A public consultation event was held on August 30th in Utkinton Village Hall (see Appendix 2).  All feedback is included in Appendix 2 and the Chair stressed that it was important for the council to consider the views of the local residents when planning the weekend.
Cllr Tony Dahill proposed that Cllrs Atkinson, Grant and Stubbs return to the October Parish Council meeting with a plan for the event on 11th November for approval by the council. Seconded by Cllr Needham, passed by a majority vote (6 in favour, 2 abstentions) 
Cllr Matthew Grant proposed that Cllr Tunney be asked to organise a commemoration event on 12th November and return to the October Parish Council meeting for approval by the council. Seconded by Cllr Stewart and passed by a majority vote (6 in favour, 2 abstentions)  
Cllr Tunney proposed that the council fund a road closure at a cost of £480, seconded by Cllr Stewart, motion failed by 4 against, 2 for and 2 abstentions. 

No budget was agreed for either event. 

	Cllrs Atkinson, Grant & Stubbs

Cllr Tunney

	12.09.05
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting of 11th July 2023: The council approved the minutes of the previous council meeting and the Chair signed them on behalf of the council. 

	

	12.09.06
	Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters: Cllr Charles Hardy reported that the Borough Council are aware that some local roads are in need of complete resurfacing however, the scheduled pot hole filling is continuing in the short term.  He urged parish councillors to encourage local residents to report any defects they find.  Councillors and residents are also encouraged to send Cllr Hardy any reports of blocked gullies or drains so that he can follow them up.  CWaC have just recruited three new Public Rights Of Way Officers who are all new to the role and currently training. 
Cllr Hardy has received the parish council’s application for funding towards the safety fencing at High Billinge pond and has agreed to contribute £600 of his Member’s Budget towards the scheme.  The Chair thanked Cllr Hardy on behalf of the council. This project will firstly make the area safer for local residents but is also the initial step to enhancing the area in the future.

Cllr Hardy also reported that CWaC are currently holding a public consultation in order to understand resident’s priorities for the next four years and councillors are encouraged to take part and encourage others to do so. Join the Conversation | Participate Now (cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk)

	

	12.09.07
	Planning Protocol: the council ratified the decision in Item 11.07.06.2 of the July Parish Council meeting to amend the Planning Protocol.  No advance warning of planning applications will be circulated – councillors will only be made aware of applications through the Clerk when she receives official confirmation from CWaC Planning Portal. The Chair signed the revised Protocol on behalf of the council. 

	

	12.09.08
	Work Programme: the council received updates on the following projects:
· Replacement benches at Quarry Wood and Cotebrook Orchard installed, the council recorded their thanks to Cllr Dahill for storing the new benches and facilitating the installation and removal of the old benches. 
· Notice boards ordered, delivery expected end October.
· War Memorial/Shrine painted, conifers removed, new planting in place – thanks were recorded to Dave Williams for painting the Memorial and to Kath Dahill for her gardening skills

· Bus shelters – inspected but the Cotebrook one is difficult to access from the rear.  Cllr Atkinson will speak to the landowner.  The Utkinton bus stop needs a repair to the roof and the Chair has contacted a local contractor and will follow up. 

· Purchase of gazebo, complete and in storage
· Cotebrook Community Orchard Tree Survey, awaiting contractor. 

	Cllr M. Atkinson 

Cllr G Spencer

	12.09.09
	High Billinge Pond: the council agreed to fund the cost of fencing and warning signage to the value of £800. Proposed by Cllr Tunney, seconded but Cllr Stewart and passed unanimously. 

	Clerk to order signage and liaise with contractor. 

	12.09.10
	Correspondence: the council noted correspondence received and agreed the following responses:
1. Cllr Needham has written to the council asking for support for the following motion to be presented at the CHaLC AGM on 12th October
“On Shore Windfarms
 

Labour is promising that if elected next year, it will bring onshore wind entirely into line with every other form of infrastructure development.  Miliband, the shadow energy secretary, said: “The Sharma amendment is a modest improvement on the current situation, but because Rishi Sunak’s zombie government remains hostage to backbenchers, it still imposes a uniquelrestrictive regime.”  Ministers to announce moves aiming to allow building of onshore wind turbines | Green politics | The Guardianhttps://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/sep/04/ministers-to-announce-moves-aiming-to-allow-building-of-onshore-wind-turbines
Landscape appraisals were done by the former Vale Royal Council   on which areas might, or might not, be suitable for wind farms.
We recommend that these should be updated by CWaC.”

Cllr Grant seconded the motion and council agreed unanimously. 
2. A resident has written to the council complaining about the untidy and neglect state of some parts of the parish.  Resolved: the Clerk will respond, thanking the resident for his concerns.

3. A resident has written to the council raising concerns about a number of items, some of which are the responsibility of CWaC. Resolved: the Clerk will respond and copy Cllr Hardy into her response so that he can respond on the CWaC items. 

	Cllr A. Needham 

Clerk

Clerk

	12.09.11
	Finance Matters

12.09.10.1  The council approved the accounts for payment and note accounts paid since 
12th July  2023, proposed by Cllr Atkinson, seconded by Cllr Spencer and passed 

unanimously. 
12.09.10.2  The council noted the bank balance and cash book at the end of August 2023 

and the Chair signed the bank statement on behalf of the council.

12.09.10.3 The council noted the Internal Auditor’s report and asked for their thanks to the 

Clerk for her work on the audit to be recorded.


	

	12.09.12
	Christmas meal: The council agreed that the annual Council Christmas meal should take 
place at Rose Farm again as last year’s was very successful.  The council also agreed that 

the December council meeting will take place on Wednesday 13th December due to 

councillors’ clashing commitments on the Tuesday evening.
	Cllr M. Atkinson to check with Rose Farm

	12.09.13

	Date of future meetings
10th October 2023 at Cotebrook Village Hall 

	All



APPENDIX 1

REMEMBRANCE DAY NOVEMBER 2023

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION – RUNNING A REMEMBERANCE DAY EVENT IN CHESHIRE WEST

In July 2023, the Clerk received a Guidance document from Cheshire West and Chester Council, setting out the legal requirements for holding Remembrance or Commemorative events.  This was circulated to councillors and highlights the following:

“An event where, due to the scale, the spectators would need to stand on the highway as part of the Act of Remembrance. Will require an event application and a legal road closure order with contracted traffic management paid for by the event organisers. “

If the parish council plans to hold an event at the War Memorial on Johns Street, as it has done in previous years, this would mean that traffic coming down Quarry Bank and going to Tarporley could proceed via Northbrook Road and Vice Versa, however no through traffic from Willington to either Tarporley or up Quarry Bank could proceed.
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*Thanks to Cllr Tunney for the graphic. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The parish council’s bank balance currently stands at £17,040.30, compared with this time last year when it was £18,097.15.  The council is committed to the following:

	PROJECT
	Quantity
	Individual Cost
	Total cost  

	Village Gateway Signs
	6
	£400
	2400

	Secure piece of land known locally as High Billinge Pond
	1
	500
	500

	Benches at Quarry Wood & Cotebrook
	1
	300
	300

	30mph and 20mph roundels for local roads
	13
	80
	320

	High Billinge maintenance & safety
	4 x per year & initial fencing
	50
	1000

	War Memorial reserves
	 
	
	400

	Tree Survey at Cotebrook Orchard
	
	
	500

	Grounds Maintenance 
	
	
	2100

	Clerk’s salary 
	
	
	4290

	Jubilee Fund 
	
	
	3249.88

	Total
	 
	 
	15,059.88


There are still 6 months of the financial year to go with expected stationary costs, internal audit fees, website hosting, subscriptions fees, room hire etc. In the last two quarters of 2022/23, the council’s running costs, minus salaries was £2,500.  

The council has spent £2,000 outside the agreed budget on a new community gazebo and two notice boards.  However, CWaC Cllr Hardy has agreed to meet the cost of the safety fencing at High Billinge, reducing the cost to the parish council by £800.

Kath Lloyd

Clerk & RFO

09/09/2023
APPENDIX 2

PUBLIC CONSULTATION BRIEFING PAPER

Context:

At the July meeting of Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council, the council discussed and voted on two proposals and both were passed:

1. Cllr Needham proposed that the Parish Council hold a remembrance event on 11th November at 11am, seconded by Cllr Dahill, motion carried by 6 votes for and 2 against.

2. Councillor Stewart proposed that The Annual service of Remembrance should continue to be held on Remembrance Sunday, seconded by Cllr Tunney, motion carried by 5 votes for and 3 against.

In order to ensure that the local community were involved at the planning stage, a public meeting was held on Wed 30th August and residents were invited via notices on three notice boards, the parish council website and through social media.  Councillors were also encouraged to spread the word verbally and invite neighbours and local friends. 

The following is the feedback from the open meeting and emails from parish councillors and residents which were received by the Clerk. 

Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council: Public Consultation Event 30 August at Utkinton Village Hall 

Comments made at public consultation and recorded on flipchart paper: 

Group A

· Happy to attend on a Sunday – will not attend on Armistice Day whatever day the 11th falls on

· Would like to see an Armistice Day event as well as a Sunday event and planned to involve school/organisations etc

· The Sunday event has grown and can be developed 

· Continue the event on a Sunday – stay same gathering of the community 

· The Armistice Day event should not “impinge” on the Sunday event

· Cost involved in the second event should be looked at – money best spent elsewhere 

· Community is the key we should involve everyone at all opportunities to do so

· Utkinton School attend on a Sunday at St Helen’s Church – would be nice to see them at an Utkinton remembrance event – Armistice event would do this

· Can we have an official PC representation at St Helen’s ?

· Misunderstanding that intention is for a Saturday event

Group B

· Having a service on 11/11 limits attendance for working people 

· Clashes with Church service 

· Must comply with legislation but this comes with a cost, approx. a third of the precept, can Jubilee money be used? 

· One person at the shrine and transmit to people in hall 

· Reliable sound system 

· Have a tea/refreshment in the hall on Sunday afternoon

· Alternate years Utkinton and Cotebrook

· Service at St John’s Cotebrook followed by refreshments, can we get a minister on 11th? 

· On Armistice day children want to be involved 

· Can something be done at War memorial?

· Do residents care what is done?

· Use field behind war memorial 

· Communicate with everyone – school, all residents 

· Hold service on Sunday (recognised nationally population is aware of Remembrance Sunday) – attendance 

· Hold event in Utkinton V H making use of memorial plaque – create a filed altar of drums. Altar within the hall in front of the board

· Involve school children in the erection of the drum altar

· Keep service in Utkinton for the children to remember – lest we forget

Group C 

· The Parish Council have already decided that there will be two events (without consultation of parish) 

· Personally we prefer the Sunday as we have a gathering of the community who participate this event at this time every year and is now in our calendar 

· Also the children should be encouraged to attend and participate as this encourages them to carry this into future as adults 

· Moving it to Armistice Day which tends to fall on week days will restrict the amount of people who attend in future, due to work commitments, school, uni etc 

· People did not reply to the flyer as a lot of people can not use the internet (older people) 

· We love the Friday Club as it brings the older and isolated people together and the people who organise these events should be given recognition for this in some form

· More communication is needed and posters to allow people to make informed decisions 

· Vote already decided and passed before residents (informed) but not consulted 

Group D 

· £800 to close the road 

· Health and safety implications regarding the closure of the road in Utkinton during the event 

· Horses require a low key event, ie not Tarporley (where there is a band) Also any event including very young children would not be suitable for the horses 

· Risk of changing the current event in the interest of supporting the school, which may change if the school closed 

· School interested in being involved 

· 40 people attended last year, in 2018 60 people attended 

· Better sound system is needed for music 

· Armistice service more likely to be held mid-week (working day) therefore school more likely to be involved 

· Start – first event 2014 

· Memorial – how key to the event for horses safety? 

· Most residents self employed would rule out attending Armistice service if held on a working day

Group E 

· The service should be held on Remembrance Sunday as is done nationally

EMAILS:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Graham Harrison <graham@harrisonnet.co.uk>
Date: Tue, 1 Aug 2023 at 06:54
Subject: Re: Public meeting - 30 August
To: Kathryn Lloyd <utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com>

Hi Kath

I cannot attend the public meeting on August 30th so here are the views of Yvonne and I.

We would prefer the celebration to be for remembrance Sunday only, the same as the Nation as the tradition has been to gather around the Cenotaph in Whitehall and the Shrine/Memorial in Utkinton on the nearest Sunday to November 11th.

Thanks

Graham and Yvonne Harrison

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Charles Hardy <charleshardy5254@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, 14 Aug 2023 at 15:43
Subject: Utkinton Remembrance Commemoration
To: anthony.dahill@btinternet.com <anthony.dahill@btinternet.com>, <gwb.stewart@btinternet.com>, mgrantucpc@gmail.com <mgrantucpc@gmail.com>, mautkintonandcotebrookpc@gmail.com <mautkintonandcotebrookpc@gmail.com>, GWSUCPC@gmail.com <GWSUCPC@gmail.com>, sarahcrawford2403@gmail.com <sarahcrawford2403@gmail.com>, aneedhamucpc@gmail.com <aneedhamucpc@gmail.com>, f.carolinestubbs@gmail.com <f.carolinestubbs@gmail.com>, Francis Tunney <utkintonpc@gmail.com>, Kathryn Lloyd <utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com>

Dear All,

I do not wish to interfere with what I regard as an entirely Utkinton matter but I hope the following might help in your considerations.

Utkinton does not, and did not, have a church, it had a chapel but no church.  It is in the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Helen's, Tarporley.

Cotebrook has a church St. John's and Eaton has a church St Thomas's but, for both the 'mother' church is St Helen's and both are in the Ecclesiastical Parish of St. Helen's, Tarporley.

I do not know the history of the war memorial in Utkinton, when it dates from and who arranged for it but I am aware that the list of names in the village hall is recent.

All the names of those residents, from Utkinton and from Cotebrook, who gave their lives in the Great War are listed on the memorial at St Helen's.

Each year on Remembrance Sunday, Tarporley High Street is closed and a large number of organisations march down the High Street watched by many people from the local community.  There follows a service in St Helen's church before the congregation move outside to lay wreaths at the Cenotaph and the reading of the names of the fallen.

The service is designed to remember and respect all who have given the ultimate sacrifice who lived in the Ecclesiastical Parish of St. Helen's whether they lived in Tarporley or Utkinton or Cotebrook.

It must be up to the residents of Utkinton to decide how they wish to commemorate, remember and respect the residents of Utkinton who gave their lives.  However all those people will be fully included in the Remembrance Sunday service at St. Helen's in Tarporley.

Many thanks

Best wishes

Charles
--

Responses to the proposals about Remembrance Sunday 

Received in response to BCC ‘round robin’ by Cllr F Tunney after email from Clerk on 31 July 2023 to let neighbours etc. know about event. In that mail recipients received a Poster of the Public Consultation and a link to the two resolutions made at the Parish Council of 11th July in Utkinton Village Hall.

This is the relevant ‘Minute’:

	11.07.10
	Remembrance Sunday: there was a debate about the date of the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial, some councillors preferred to continue with Remembrance Sunday and others preferred to move the event to 11th November (Armistice Day). Cllr Stewart gave a brief historic overview explaining why the event had been held on Remembrance Sunday previously and Cllr Grant gave a rationale as to why the event would be better on 11th November. 
Cllr Needham proposed that the Parish Council hold a Memorial event on 11th November at 11am, seconded by Cllr Dahill, motion carried.
Cllr Stewart proposed that the Parish Council hold a Memorial event on 12th November at 11am, seconded by Cllr Tunney, motion carried.
The Clerk will include the item on the September meeting agenda. 



This is the BCC email that went out from ftunneyucpc@gmail.com to 38 friends and neighbours from which he   received a total of 16 replies;
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UCPC Public Consultation ¢
To: Francis Tunney

Good morning and my apologies for the seemingly blank address, but | am complying with GDPR.

The Parish Council is holding a public consultation on this year’s Remembrance Commemoration and would like to invite you to participate. The attached Poster and link to the
July 2023 PC minutes will give you a good idea what the consultation is about.

I hope you are able to join us.

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOUR
VIEWS ON REMEMBERANCE
WEEKEND EVENTS




How these friends and neighbours expressed their views;

· For Armistice Day:

1

· For Remembrance Sunday
13

· For either or/both

2

Adding four unsolicited verbal comments received the totals change to:

· For Armistice Day:

1

· For Remembrance Sunday
17

· For either or/both

2

Residents’ names are redacted - each panel is a comment from an individual – the content has not been edited.

	1
	“I understand that there is a proposal to change the Cenotaph service from the Sunday to Remembrance Day.

I am strongly in favour of it remaining on the Sunday.

When I think back to my childhood just after the war in 1945/6, in Yorkshire, the Remembrance Sunday parade was by far the biggest event we saw in our small township. There were always large crowds because it was reported that a huge percentage of the population took part. EVERY organisation in the district was well represented in the parade that was so long that as a child I thought it was miles. Led of course by a brass band.

I don't know if Yorkshire was different to other counties but it sure was a big deal up there.

With my best regards.”

	2
	“As you know, we always attend the Remembrance ceremony at the Shrine Memorial if we are at home that day. We have always found it well organised & safe. Simple & polite marshalling of road traffic has worked well in the past.
We absolutely believe the ceremony should continue on the Sunday for several reasons. 

It is traditional, which is important. 

Sunday is the quietest & most solemn day of the week. It gives people who work M-F a better chance to attend & pay respects. 

It has worked well on every occasion we have attended. 

If it ain't broke don’t fix it.”

	3
	“I understand that there is a discussion about whether to move the remembrance event from Remembrance Day on the Sunday to 11 November, whichever day that falls on.”

I personally think it should be retained on the Sunday Remembrance Day, when the whole country pauses, reflects and honours those who fought and gave their lives for our freedom. While I appreciate the importance of 11 November at 11.00, I think that the Sunday is when the nation stops and reflects and when more people will be able to join.”

	4
	“Sadly, I will be away for both meetings but here are my thoughts for what they are worth, having spoken to Graham Stewart in church this morning. 

I am keen that anything that takes place in Utkinton should not detract from the main event taking place in Tarporley on Remembrance Sunday. That said I think it is entirely right and proper that as Utkinton has a War Memorial there should be a local Village event to remember the Fallen.

If you think that those attending on a Sunday would not go to Tarporley then by all means have a gathering on the Sunday. If you think that it will effect attendance at Tarporley then I would opt for Saturday or 11th November whenever it falls.

I hope this is of help “

	5
	“I believe one event involving a procession of local scouts etc. plus other groups (Round Table etc.) invited, Utkinton Primary school should be invited to attend.

The event could be held on either day… but not both…

Perhaps Remembrance Sunday would be best.  Hope this helps to formulate an opinion of local people.”

	6
	“I am perplexed why the Parish Council would have AGREED - without formal consultation with residents - to hold a Remembrance event on the “11th November’ in addition to our traditional Remembrance Sunday Service held in Utkinton.

Armistice Day celebrates the agreed FIXED DATE when hostilities in WWI would cease.  The formal peace treaty (the Treaty of Versailles) was signed in June 1919. 

There is however only ONE NATIONALLY recognised Remembrance Day, which was enshrined in Statute by Government in1956, as being the second Sunday in November - a FIXED DAY OF THE WEEK - when our entire country (and probably beyond) hold their 2 minutes silence.

I am not aware of a precedent locally to mark Armistice Day separately.

Here we have precious few traditions to celebrate and protect, and it baulks that a transitory whim of individuals could seek to interfere with and negate our valued and well-attended Remembrance Sunday tradition, here in the Village, where many are able to walk to the event.  We are part of a national tradition.

I do not believe that Utkinton and Cotebrook parishioners would turn out to TWO events - HERE.

If anyone wishes to attend the Tarporley event they are, of course, at liberty to do so as individuals, if that is where they feel their allegiance lies, but has no bearing on Utkinton and Cotebrook’s ’s treasured homage to its own war dead and those of ALL conflicts.

Armistice Day would be a very inconvenient substitute as it moves it’s ‘day of the week’ every year.

I would question why this “Public Meeting” is being held on a Weekday Morning - and not an Evening. Many are unavailable, as out at work, so this gathering cannot in any way pose as representative of the views of parishioners.

I GIVE MY CONSENT TO and would like my remarks to be READ OUT at the Public Meeting”

	7
	“Many thanks for the opportunity to put in my two-penneth regarding Remembrance Day. 

Having only lived in Utkinton since the pandemic, we have not experienced what went before. However, the two Remembrance Sunday events that we have attended have been occasions to cherish. I know that I will be unable to attend this year as I am marshalling at the annual “Race of Remembrance” motor racing event in Anglesey. However, we will be there, along with our daughter and our two grand children. Being on a Sunday, this is possible, which it would not be if it was during the week due to work commitments and nursery bookings. 

Traffic management is also a consideration. At last year’s occasion, the ‘marshals’ had occasion to direct a couple of cars to stop and a few cyclists respectfully dismounted and watched the proceedings. On a Sunday the traffic along John Street could reasonably be expected to be light. However, during the week, or on a Saturday there is a high likelihood of heavier, faster and more numerous vehicles being encountered. There is the potential for disruption and perhaps even antagonism on the part of delayed drivers or tradespeople.  

I’m of the opinion that the current Remembrance Sunday format and spectacle of the horses is a great success and shouldn’t be altered.”

	8
	There is an alternative to having two formal events – just have one.  

Armistice Day has, in my experience, been a two-minute silence wherever you are.  It is there to remember the signing of a Treaty to end hostilities in WW1 by France, England and Germany.  

Remembrance Day was instigated by the British government, seeking to honour participants in both World Wars, it officially replaced Armistice Day with the new Sunday observance, which was thereafter known as Remembrance Sunday. In 1956 the date was fixed as the second Sunday of the month of November.
It has, in recent years been commemorated at Utkinton War Memorial with a growing number of visitors and distant relatives of those who fell.  If the Parish Council wishes to do the ‘right’ thing, it should observe Remembrance Sunday in the village.  There will be an argument for officially closing the roads, but this has never been necessary in the past, most traffic will slow or stop and sometimes join in.  

‘Come on’ Parish Council, do the right thing keep it on Sunday!

	9
	“Below is the exact reason why the Parish Council must not CANCEL Remembrance Sunday.”

 ‘After the conclusion of WWII, the British Government, seeking to honour participants in both World Wars, officially replaced Armistice Day with the new Sunday observance, which was thereafter known as ‘Remembrance Sunday’. In 1956, the date was fixed as the second Sunday of the month.  In recent years Armistice Day has been revived as an additional occasion for silence, though Remembrance Sunday remains the main day of commemoration.’ 

	10
	“I like to sit and watch the service on TV on the Sunday but could come to a Saturday version.”

	11
	“If I were to attend the service I would prefer it to be on the Sunday. Usually I have other activities on a Saturday. I believe Sunday a much more appropriate day as most people are free on a Sunday and you will get a better attendance.  Plus the road will be quiet.

I would like to visit the village hall afterwards for refreshments.”

	12
	“I think that the Remembrance should be held on the Sunday as it has been before.”

	13
	“My husband tells me that there is some dispute over which day our village wants to celebrate Remembrance Day, and that you are collecting people's thoughts. My feelings are that we should join the rest of the country and celebrate on the Sunday. I think we are hugely privileged in our village to have the mounted, uniformed horsemen who bring a great touch of reality to the service and all it means. Also I think the attendance would drop off significantly on a weekday. So I support the Sunday option”

	14
	“This year is slightly unusual in that the two days are adjacent to each other. However, I feel that the present arrangement should continue i.e., a gathering on Remembrance Sunday rather than Armistice Day, so that more people would have the opportunity to attend should they wish to. The 11th November will be on a work day for many people in future years, so numbers attending will be naturally reduced. Likewise, some children who attend schools out of the village would not be able to attend on a weekday. 

Brits are a traditional bunch, and a change is likely to be greeted unenthusiastically! 

I do not feel the idea of commemorating both days this year as a village is a good one - OTT.

I think the idea of refreshments in the village hall afterwards is a good idea.”

	15
	We will be unable to attend the discussion re Remembrance Sunday.

I don’t have any preference really, we have only been to a couple of Services at Utkinton as we used to go back to Cheadle, for the Remembrance Sunday service at the Cenotaph.

We liked what was done at Utkinton, and now we know more people, we will be happy to join in with whatever is decided.

	16
	I think that the Remembrance should be held on the Sunday as it has been before.


Compiled and Submitted to Kath Lloyd

by

Cllr F Tunney 30 August 2023
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Chair Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council.

From Graham W B Stewart. Breagha Sealladh. Tirley Lane Utkinton. CW6 0JZ.

August 22 2023.

Remembrance Sunday. Utkinton.

Dear Graham.

Tam writing this letter to you as a fellow Parish Council member but in the main as a concerned
resident of Ukinton having come to live in the village in 1975.1 have been a member of the Parish
Council since 2002. Chair of the council for 2007 to 2016. Chair of Utkinton village hall
management committee and Hall Treasure, 2007 to 2019, I thus feel I have a reasonable feel for “
‘The Pulse of The Village. “

As you are aware, I am against moving the holding of The Annual Remembrance Service held in
Utkinton on Remembrance Sunday to remember Those killed in World War One and World War
Two and all conflicts since, to on another day.

Just as to the reasoning and rational for The Parish Council to be proposing such a change is very
difficult to comprehend.

1 would have thought on this matter and such an important one, that a “Position Paper “setting out
the reasoning and the Pros and Cons for making the change would have been issued to Councillors
prior to The Council meeting where this mater was on the Agenda. This would have lead to an
informed discussion. I was surprised that this was not the case and would have appeared not to have
been considered. This to me would have been a professional way of conducting council business.

I feel that The Parish Council in seeking to make this change, is making a mistake and is on “The
wrong side of history “

‘The National Remembrance Day for The War Dead of The United Kingdom is defined as
Remembrance Sunday and held on a Sunday. Services are held in Cities, Towns, villages and
Hamlets across Britain. This has been the settled position in Britain since 1946, when the National
Government of that time decided, that Remembrance Day be held on a Sunday, the nearest day to
Armistice Day, and so it has been for the lives of most people living today.

As a holder of a Member of the British Empire Medal, you will be well aware of this.

Asa former member of Tattenhall Parish Council I am sure you attended The Tattenhall Sunday
Remembrance Service at the fine WarMemorial in the village. Would Tattenenhall consider
changing there day when there service is held. I think not , so why is a proposed change in
Utkinton being made by The Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council.

In fact when an alternative proposal was put to continue to hold the service on Remembrance
Sunday, Three Councillors actually vote against holding the Remembrance Service on Sunday.

Other villages across Cheshire will be holding there service on The Sunday.
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[image: image5.png]come to Utkinton. Surely it would be wrong to change the day of the Utkinton Service to
accommodate them. I do so hope this is not the case. Altering something for personal gain.
Could this possible be defined as “ Abuse Of Power “.

1 know that a change in the day is problematic and should not just be left to the nine member of The
Parish Council, thus a wider view on this is being sought, hence a Public Meeting has been called
for the 30 August 2023 to test “ What is The Public view “

‘The Council is in fact faced with holding two services for at the July meeting where changes were
discussed. A proposal to change the day to Armistice Day was supported six vote for and two
against. A second proposal to continue to hold the Remembrance on Remembrance Sunday resulted
in a vote of five in support and three against.

I am some what concerned over the style and format as to how this meeting is to be held. To me,
and I am sure to many, a Public Meeting is organised with the organisers sitting at the front. Then
rows of seats set out, cinema style , across the meeting room. People gather at a set time. The
meeting is opened by one of the organisers who acts as Chair. A welcome is given and an
explanation as to why a meeting has been called and what is sought from the public.

‘The meeting is then opened “ To the Floor “ so the public can speak and there is a sharing of
opinions . After a reasonable time the chair calls order and may be by a show of hands or a card
individual card vote that is collected as people leave seeks to get a settled view on what the public
want.

There may well be people who are very assertive in the hall. However I am sure a competent and
experienced Chair can handle such situations.

1 believe an alternative method of holding the Public meeting is being proposed. To me this sounds
more like a “ Surgery Meeting “ or even how some gatherings were organised when developing a
Neighbourhood Plan. This meeting about Remembrance Sunday is not the same.

I believe most who attend will be expecting the meeting to be held with

seating set out “ cinema style.” To me this style of a meeting is open and transparent and all
present can hear the views of others.

Holding the meeting in another way will prevent people present hearing other peoples views.

My understanding is that the meeting will be arranged by having 8/9 tables set out around the room
at which a Councillor will sit. Members of the public on arrival will be directed to one of these
tables, where discussion lead by a Councillor will take place on the proposed changing of the day.

However as Six Councillors have voted for making the change, is there not a concern that they may
well bring an influence to the discussion. Could there by a conflict of interest.

‘This style of meeting as previously mentioned, prevents members of the public from hearing views
expressed by other people attending.

‘This is not a very open and transparent way of holding a public meeting.

1 am taking it that any views will be recorded , or written out by those attending. These written
responses will be with the clerk for safe keeping. The clerk will collate them into a summary of
shall we say “ The Public View “ This view will be taken note of and will in fact decide on which
day the service is to be held.




[image: image6.png]1 am taking it that the responses will not be binned but retained by the clerk and will be made
available for councillors to read if they so wish. To protect confidentiality the clerk can eradicate
any names or addresses.

I believe that there is a strong view across Utkinton that the Holding of The Annual National Day of
Remembrance for those who have died in War should take place on The National Day of
Remembrance and that is on a Sunday. Remembrance Sunday.

There is a commitment by The Head Teacher of St Paul's School , that the school will attend the
Sunday Remembrance service in Utkinton and lay a wreath and say a prayer.

‘The Rev Jim Bridgman has no concerns and is relaxed about Utkinton holding a Remembrance
Service on Remembrance Sunday. He supports this and will encourage St Paul's School to attend
the Utkinton service as it is held in the village where the school is located.

Because of these factors is the rational, if there ever was one, for making a change in the day when
the remembrance service is held in Utkinton no longer relevant.

I believe that it is not in the best interests and for the reputation of The Parish Council to seek to
change the Day.

1 thus hope as Chair and Leader of The Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council, you can take a
view that The Remembrance Service continues to take place on the Sunday. Reflect on what is
being proposed.

1 hope you will as Chair respond out of courtesy with a full and measured response setting our your
rational for supporting the change proposed.

Graham W B Stewart.

22 August 2023.
Copies to

Mr Edward Timpson MP, CBE, KC.

Mr Charles Hardy CW&C.

Sir Phil and Lady Redmond, Tirley Garth.

‘The Rev Jim Bridgman, The Vicarage Tarporley.

S Paul's Primary School Utkinton

Kath Lloyd , Clerk Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council.




[image: image7.png]To Kathryn Lloyd Clerk to Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council.
6 Sundreland Way, Vicars Cross , Chester CH3 5 HN.

From Graham Stewart, Breagha Sealladh, Tirley Lane Utkinton CW6 0JZ.

30 August 2023.

Ref The Public Meeting On The Annual Remembrance Service and Armistice Day.
Held at Utkinton Village Hall between 11 am and 12 noon on 30 August 2023.
Dear Kath.

T attach a list of comments made to me on the above subject. All can be supported by names if
needs be. I hope these will be taken into account as views expressed by the residents of Utkinton.

I handed this into Carol Spencer who was deputing for you at the meeting. The meeting was not
well attended as only about 10/11 from the public and 7 Councillors.

My views is to Continue to hold the service on The Sunday, Remembrance Sunday as is done

Nationally. You will be aware of this from previous correspondence and by my letter to the chair of
the council. I hope this view is recorded.

ANV~

Graham Stewart.



[image: image8.png]To Utkinton and Cotrbrook Parish Council.
Public Consultation on The National Sunday Remembrance Service November 2023.
August 30 2023 held at the Utkinton Village Hall.

Comments .

I have had the opportunity to be in conversation on the proposal to hold the National
Annual Remembrance for those killed in war to take place on Remembrance Sunday
or on Armistice Day. I have been able to hear the views of 60 plus residents.

1 have not found one who wishes to change the day from the Sunday.
All wish the Service of Remembrance to continue to take place on Sunday.

It should be noted that there are Four National Events in a year when the country
comes together . Christmas, New Year, Easter and Remembrance Sunday.

Comments made are listed.

‘Why has this change been proposed.

The service of remembrance is held on a Sunday.

Has the council not got better things to do.

What is the reason for a change in the day.

It is just laughable to make a change.

‘We go to the Sunday Remembrance Service in Tarporley.
If it is not broken why fix it.

Just who are these people wanting to. change it.

Sunday is the best day, less traffic.

Armistice Day falls on week days, what about the people who are at work.
1t is ridiculous to make a change.

‘We do not attend but watch the service on TV.

Stupid.

Makes no sense at all.

There has also been much stronger comments but I will not repeat them.
1 myself do not support a change from the Sunday service and believe that the Parish

Council is undermining its creditability in proposing such a change.

Submitted by Graham Stewart. Utkinton.

30 August 2023.
G At~





From:
TORDOFF, Ian <Ian.Tordoff@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk>
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Graham Stewart <gwb.stewart@btinternet.com>


Date:
Jul 31, 2023 12:51:18 PM
Subject: RE: Remembrance Sunday guidance Utkinton
Thank you for the update. Do you know if the new organiser has seen the info as we are not aware of who this may be.
Regards
Ian Tordoft

Chair, Cheshire West Safety Advisory Group
Events Development and Commissioning Manager
Public Protection Team
Cheshire West and Chester Council Tel: m 244 973928 Etnaii:[image: image10.jpg]faicheshirewesianochesiar.gov.uk




You now need photo ID to vote at a polling station. For more information on how to apply for free
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From: Graham Stewart <gwb.stewart@btinternet.com>

Sent: 31 July 2023 11:51
To: TORDOFF, Ian <Ian.Tordoff@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: Remembrance Sunday guidance Utkinton

CAUTION: Th#s ernaii originated from outside of the organisation. Do not cijck finks or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Ian.
Thank you for the response. Utkinton has only held an actual service of remembrance in recent years. The first was in 2018 the reason being the 100 years since the ending of The First World War and the village wish to mark this.

I am no longer organising these events but I was interested in any background information since these new and comprehensive guildelines have been issued. I am sure the new organisers will be in contact.

I fully appreciate the reasons for changes and that Public Safety is paramount.

Thank you again for the response.

Have a good holiday.

Sent from my iPad

On 31 Jul 2023, at 11:36, TORDOFF, Ian <[image: image12.jpg](AN jgrdoff@ cheshirewastangonesiet




> wrote:

Dear Graham

Thank you for your email.
The guidance has been in place since 2019 and is a result of a change in position from the police.

Historically the police used to place officers at the closure points and the roads were closed under a legal order. The change in police position was that in 2018, as the events were pre [image: image13.jpg]


planned, the closures should be managed by traffic management staff and equipment and not using police officers. In 2018 this was a transitional year where there was part traffic management and part police.

In 2019 the format of only traffic management closing roads was implemented but then in 2020 / 21 covid stopped most events, which is why it still feels relatively new.

If the format of your event has people either parading on the road or blocking the road, then this would require a road closure to maintain public safety.

Looking at past records, I cant see that Utl<inton have had a road closure so it may be we require a conversation. Looking at the location of the memorial, I would observe that if there were more than 10 people, there could be a risk to public safety.

[image: image14.jpg]



1m due to be on leave from Wednesday 2 August, so I have copied in one of my colleagues to continue the conversation.

<image001.jpg>
Regards
Ear, Tordoff
Chair, Cheshire West Safety Advisory Group
Events Development and Commissioning Manager
Public Protection Team
Cheshire West and Chester Council

[image: image15.jpg]LN 01 44975928

shurewestandchaster.gov.uk





From:
TORDOFF, Ian <Ian.Tordoff@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk> To:
gwb.stewart@btinternet.com <gwb.stewart@btinternet.com>
Date:
Jul 31, 2023 [image: image16.jpg]


 AM

Subject: Remembrance Sunday guidance Utkinton
Dear Graham
Thank you for your email.

The guidance has been in place since 2019 and is a result of a change in position from the police.

Historically the police used to place officers at the closure points and the roads were closed under a legal order. The change in police position was that in 2018, as the events were pre planned, the closures should be managed by traffic management staff and equipment and not using police officers. In 2018 this was a transitional year where there was part traffic management and part police.
In 2019 the format of only traffic management closing roads was implemented but then in 2020 / 21 covid stopped most events, which is why it still feels relatively new.

If the format of your event has people either parading on the road or blocking the road, then this would require a road closure to maintain public safety.
Looking at past records, I cant see that Utkinton have had a road closure so it may be we require a conversation. Looking at the location of the memorial, I would observe that if there were more than 10 people, there could be a risk to public safety.
1m due to be on leave from Wednesday 2 August, so I have copied in one of my colleagues to continue the conversation.
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Regards

Ian Tordoff
Chair, Cheshire West Safety Advisory Group

Events Development and Commissioning Maneger
Public Protection Team
Cheshire West and Chester Councii
Tei: 01244 976928
Emaü:_[image: image18.jpg]



You now need photo ID to vote at a polling station. For more information on how to apply for free ID:[image: image19.jpg]



NOTE FROM CLLR FRANCIS TUNNEY TO SUMARISE

	Keywords
	Detail

	Attendance
	· 40 people attended last year, in 2018 60 people attended

	
	· Having a service on 11/11 limits attendance for working people

	Children
	· Also the children should be encouraged to attend and participate as this encourages them to carry this into future as adults

	
	· On Armistice day children want to be involved

	Communication
	· One person at the shrine and transmit to people in hall

	
	· People did not reply to the flyer as a lot of people can not use the internet (older people)

	
	· Communicate with everyone – school, all residents

	
	· More communication is needed and posters to allow people to make informed decisions

	Community
	· Community is the key we should involve everyone at all opportunities to do so

	
	· Do residents care what is done?

	
	· We love the Friday Club as it brings the older and isolated people together and the people who organise these events should be given recognition for this in some form

	Conflict
	· The Armistice Day event should not “impinge” on the Sunday event

	Consultation
	· The Parish Council have already decided that there will be two events (without consultation of parish)

	
	· Vote already decided and passed before residents (informed) but not consulted

	Cost
	· Cost involved in the second event should be looked at – money best spent elsewhere

	
	· Must comply with legislation but this comes with a cost, approx. a third of the precept, can Jubilee money be used?

	Cotebrook
	· Service at St John’s Cotebrook followed by refreshments, can we get a minister on 11th?

	History
	· Start – first event 2014

	Horses
	· Horses require a low key event, i.e. not Tarporley (where there is a band) Also any event including very young children would not be suitable for the horses

	Location
	· Alternate years Utkinton and Cotebrook

	
	· Can something be done at War memorial?

	
	· Keep service in Utkinton for the children to remember – lest we forget

	
	· Use field behind war memorial

	Saturday
	· Misunderstanding that intention is for a Saturday event

	
	· I like to sit and watch the service on TV on the Sunday but could come to a Saturday version.

	Road closure
	· £800 to close the road

	
	· Health and safety implications regarding the closure of the road in Utkinton during the event

	School involvement
	· Armistice service more likely to be held mid-week (working day) therefore school more likely to be involved

	
	· Risk of changing the current event in the interest of supporting the school, which may change if the school closed

	
	· School interested in being involved

	
	· Utkinton School attend on a Sunday at St Helen’s Church – would be nice to see them at an Utkinton remembrance event - armistice Day event would do this

	
	· Would like to see an Armistice Day event as well as a Sunday event and planned to involve school/organisations etc

	
	· Utkinton Primary school should be invited to attend. Perhaps Remembrance Sunday would be best

	Sound system
	· Better sound system is needed for music

	
	· Reliable sound system

	Sunday
	· Continue the event on a Sunday – stay same gathering of the community

	
	· Happy to attend on a Sunday – will not attend on Armistice Day whatever day the 11th falls on

	
	· Hold service on Sunday (recognised nationally population is aware of Remembrance Sunday) – attendance

	
	· Personally we prefer the Sunday as we have a gathering of the community who participate this event at this time every year and is now in our calendar

	
	· The service should be held on Remembrance Sunday as is done nationally

	
	· The Sunday event has grown and can be developed

	
	· I am strongly in favour of it remaining on the Sunday

	
	· We absolutely believe the ceremony should continue on the Sunday

	
	· I personally think it should be retained on the Sunday Remembrance Day, when the whole country pauses, reflects and honours those who fought and gave their lives for our freedom.

	
	· There is however only ONE NATIONALLY recognised Remembrance Day, which was enshrined in Statute by Government in1956, as being the second Sunday in November

	
	· I’m of the opinion that the current Remembrance Sunday format and spectacle of the horses is a great success and shouldn’t be altered.

	
	· ‘Come on’ Parish Council, do the right thing keep it on Sunday!

	
	· Below is the exact reason why the Parish Council must not CANCEL Remembrance Sunday

	
	· If I were to attend the service I would prefer it to be on the Sunday, I would like to visit the village hall afterwards for refreshments.

	
	· I think that the Remembrance should be held on the Sunday as it has been before.

	
	· So I support the Sunday option

	
	· a gathering on Remembrance Sunday rather than Armistice Day,

	
	· I think that the Remembrance should be held on the Sunday as it has been before.

	Tarporley
	· Can we have an official PC representation at St Helen’s?

	
	· Clashes with Church service

	
	· Utkinton should not detract from Tarporley

	
	· Don't know history of war memorial

	Undecided
	· We liked what was done at Utkinton, and now we know more people, we will be happy to join in with whatever is decided.

	Village Hall
	· Have a tea/refreshment in the hall on Sunday afternoon

	
	· Hold event in Utkinton V H making use of memorial plaque – create a filed altar of drums. Altar within the hall in front of the board

	
	· Involve school children in the erection of the drum altar

	War Memorial
	· Memorial – how key to the event for horses safety?

	Working day
	· Most residents self employed would rule out attending Armistice service if held on a working day

	
	· Moving it to Armistice Day which tends to fall on week days will restrict the amount of people who attend in future due to work commitments, school, uni etc
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The Clerk has the event application form completed and is waiting for quotes from four Traffic Management companies recommended by CWaC.  


If no Traffic Management company can attend, the event cannot go ahead.


The current estimated cost is around £1000 but that is based on last year’s costs for an event in another part of the country. 
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