



UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk and RFO: Mrs Kathryn Lloyd
6 Sutherland Way, Vicars Cross, Chester CH3 5HN
Phone 07709512348 or email utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com 


MINUTES

16th May 2023 – Cotebrook Village Hall 

*Before the meeting started, Cllr Tunney read a short statement thanking the councillors for their support and hard work on behalf of the council. 

	16.05.01
	Election of Chair: There were two nominations for the role of Chair, one was seconded and voted upon.  Cllr Graham Spencer was elected by a majority vote, nominated by Cllr Dahill, seconded by Cllr Grant.
Cllr Spencer took the Chair and signed the Acceptance of Office.

	ACTIONS

	16.05.02
	Election of Vice Chair: There were two nominations for the role of Vice Chair, one nominee declined the nomination and Cllr Grant was elected by a unanimous vote, nominated by Cllr Dahill and seconded by Cllr Crawford.
Cllr Grant signed the Acceptance of Office. 

Cllr Crawford left at this point due to commitments to an ill relative. 

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk65501052]16.05.03
	Public Open Forum:

A resident raised a query about High Billinge and asked if it would be possible for her to buy the land and improve the appearance of it with benches, planting etc? 

The Chair explained that the council are currently investigating the potential of taking ownership of the land in question through an adverse possession order as no one seems to know who owns the land.  Once this has been completed, the parish council would be very happy to discuss future ownership with the resident who was asked to leave her contact details with the Clerk.

The same resident asked for assistance with her attempts to reduce the trees at the front of her garden which belong to a neighbour.  The Chair will visit the resident and see what, if anything, can be done. 

	

	16.05.04
	Present:  Cllrs Marian Atkinson, Sarah Crawford, Tony Dahill, Matthew Grant, Andrew Needham, Graham Spencer, Caroline Stubbs (left meeting at 7.35pm)  Graham Stewart, Francis Tunney. 
In attendance: CWaC Ward Cllr Charles Hardy, Clerk, Kath Lloyd

	

	16.05.05
	Declarations of Interest: Councillors were reminded that they had a legal duty to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in items on the agenda and all were give a blank DOI form and asked to return them at the next meeting in order to start the new council term with updated information.  These will then be passed to CWaC as they are a public record of declaration. 


	

	16.05.06
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting of 11th April  2023: these were approved as accurate and signed by the Chair on behalf of the council. Cllr Tunney reported that the Mini Cops kits had been delivered to the school and would be formally presented by the Chief Constable on 9th June. 

	

	16.05.07
	Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters: The Chair welcomed Cllr Charles Hardy to his first parish council meeting as the local CWaC Ward Councillor.  Cllr Hardy said that he was looking forward to working with the parish council and to attending as many local events as possible and asked that he was kept updated with any local initiatives. Cllr Hardy has received the parish councillors’ list of priorities which he asked for and will work hard to address them. 
Cllr Hardy reported that the Shuttle 3 bus service will be replaced by a taxi service if no buses are available and asked that the phone number for the service be displayed on the notice boards. There was also a short discussion on the number and depth of local potholes and Cllr Stubbs reported a recent “near miss” which could have been a serious accident.  Cllr Stubbs will forward details to the Clerk to be passed onto Cllr Hardy. 
Cllr Hardy left the meeting at this point. 

The Clerk was asked to write a letter of appreciation to the previous CWaC Cllr, Eveleigh Moore-Dutton and arrange a delivery of flowers. 

	





Cllr CT/Clerk





Clerk

	16.05.08
	Planning Applications:
16.05.08.1   The council noted the applications received below and agreed that no comment was required. 

	Ref No
	Site Address
	Proposal
	Response

	23/01112/FUL
	5 North Brook Road
	Retrospective application for retention of stone gabion retaining wall to the front/side boundaries, removal of timber fencing across the front boundary and in addition the relocation of the garden room from the front garden to the rear garden
	By 18th May



16.05.08.2 The council noted that there had been no decisions received
	















	16.05.09
	DLUHC Consultation On Infrastructure Levy - Final NALC Request To Circulate Briefing 
To Member Councils: The council considered a parish council response to the  DLUHC 
consultation which had been circulated prior to the meeting and the Chair gave a summary of 
the document from the Department of Levelling Up, Housing and Communities. The council 
agreed that it supported the changes in principle but would urge principle authorities to be more 
robust in the manner of implementation.  

	

	16.05.10
	Finance Matters
16.05.10.1  The council approved accounts for payment and note accounts paid since 11th 
April 2023:

	PAYMENTS MADE (approved January 2023)
	
	

	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk124061879]Clerk’s salary 
	April  salary
	330

	Clerk’s expenses
	Refreshments for Jubilee Fund Group 
	23.45

	CHaLC Subs
	Annual subs
	226.07

	Mid Cheshire Footpath Soc.
	Annual subs
	8.00



	[bookmark: _Hlk97562042]PAYMENTS DUE – as at  6th April  2023 
	
	

	
	
	

	Clerk’s Salary
	May salary 
	330

	Audlem Printers
	1500 A5 flyers for Coronation Festival   Inv 14994
	158

	Audlem Printers 
	2000 16page booklet  Inv 14978
	462

	Cllr F Tunney
	Ink cartridges 
	29.98

	Cllr F Tunney
	Costs of printing raffle tickets 
	104.34

	Weetwood Ales 
	Beer tent, pumps and beer for Coronation Festival 
	389.99

	Volunteer (KD – resident) 
	 War Memorial Maintenance -  slate, compost, small conifer trees, bulbs etc.
	100

	Cllr M Atkinson 
	Reimbursement of cost of glasses for Coronation Festival 
	467.70

	J Lewis Jazz Band
	Coronation Festival (150 deposit paid in Feb, remainder due) 
	350

	Cestrian Signs
	Coronation banner and signs 
	244.80



An additional receipt and expenses claim from Cllr Atkinson was also submitted and approved 
for payment of £785.78 for monies spent on the Coronation event at Tirley Garth.


16.05.10.2  The Chair scrutinised and signed the bank statements at the end of April 2023 and 
the scrutiny of the cash book was deferred to the next meeting.

	






	16.05.11
	Statutory Policies:
The council adopted the following: Standing Orders; Financial Regulations; Code of 
Conduct; Financial Risk Assessment, proposed by Cllr Dahill and seconded by Cllr Grant. 


	

	16.05.12
	Community Grant Application Policy: councillors discussed the revised Community Grant Application policy and process, which has been based on other funding providers and were asked to feedback comments and amendments to the Clerk before the next meeting.

	All

	16.05.13
	Jubilee Fund Group Update: Cllr Atkinson and Cllr Grant reported that the Coronation event at Tirley Garth had been very successful and they thanked everyone for their hard work.  Cllr Grant noted that the clean up at the end had gone particularly smoothly and thanked everyone who had been involved. There was particular thanks noted to Cllr Tunney who had produced the brochure and raffle tickets at such short notice.  The team are still counting the money received but over 1000 local people attended and feedback had been very positive.  
The Clerk was asked to write to Sir Phil and Lady Redmond and thank them and their team for their support.

	Clerk


	16.05.14
	Working Party membership and review:
16.05.14.1 Cllr Grant proposed that the Funding Working Party continue in its present format until the council has reviewed the Terms of Reference and Membership at length, seconded by Cllr Stewart and passed unanimously.
16.05.14.2 The council reviewed the membership of the Funding Working Party and agreed that it should be discussed again at the next meeting.
16.05.14.3 The council reviewed the amended Terms of References for the Working Party and were asked to feedback comments to the Clerk before the next meeting. 
 
	All

	16.05.15

	Date of future meetings
Thursday 15th June 2023 at Utkinton Village Hall at 7.30pm

	









