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MINUTES
	13.04.01
	Public Open Forum:  There were no members of the public present but with the Council’s consent, the Clerk read out an email from a resident regarding the poor state of the road surface on Heaths Lane, Utkinton Lane and Wood Lane.  This prompted a discussion about similar issues on many of the roads around the parish.  CWaC Cllr hardy was part of the discussion and said that he had been contacted by the resident in question.  It was agreed that the Clerk would report the issues to CWaC and send Cllr Hardy the report numbers. 
Cllr Needham also raised the ongoing issue of the United Utilities project and noted that he was now pursuing the Environment Agency for answers.  Cllr Hardy also suggested that he contact the MP’s Office. 

Cllr Gore raised an issue which residents have approached her about regarding the inconsiderate parking at the bottom of Northgate on John Street.  The PCSO has been involved and it is hoped that when the building work at the top of Northgate is finished, the parking problems will ease. 



	13.04.02
	Present: Cllr Marian Atkinson, Cllr Anita Gore, Cllr Sami Kasteniemi, Cllr Stephen Moore, Cllr Andrew Needham, Cllr Caroline Stubbs
Apologies accepted from: Cllr Matthew Grant, Cllr Graham Spencer (Chair) and Cllr Ed Stubbs

In attendance: Kath Lloyd, Clerk and CWaC Ward Cllr Charles Hardy

*In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, Cllr Atkinson chaired the meeting. 



	13.04.03
	Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of new interest.

	13.04.04
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting of 9th March 2026: The minutes of 9th March meeting were approved as accurate and signed by Cllr Atkinson.  


	13.04.05
	Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters: Cllr Hardy shared personal news that might impact on his availability over the next few weeks and months.  Councillors expressed their sympathies and concern. 

Cllr Hardy reminded the Council about the Spacehive funding available although the Clerk commented that the process isn’t easy and may require match funding from the Council.

Cllr Hardy is pursuing the purchase of a mobile Speed Indicator Device to be shared between Tarporley and Utkinton and Cotebrook.

A leaflet about the new rural transport scheme was shared and more details can be found online 

Your Bus (Community transport) | Cheshire West and Chester Council  Information will also go into the Parish Times and onto the notice boards.


	13.04.06
	United Utilities Update: The Clerk reported that Cllr Spencer was scheduled to meet with United Utilities onsite on Tuesday 14th April and will report back.  Cllr Kasteniemi proposed that the Clerk ask United Utilities for the replacement of the speed camera on John Street by United Utilities as a gesture of community goodwill, seconded by Cllr Gore, approved by Councillors. RESOLVED: Clerk to contact United Utilities.   It was regretted that due to the lack of time, it had not been feasible to involve local residents or community groups in this decision, however, it was felt that a new, operational speed camera would benefit all residents.


	13.04.07
	Planning Applications:

13.04.07.1   Councillors noted the applications received and agreed a response to the following applications 

Ref No

Site Address

Proposal

Response

25/03948/FUL
Sidebottom Farm
Full planning application for the formation of a permeable driveway and parking area. 
No comment
26/00633/LDC
Lime Tree Farm, Luddington Hill U
tkinton
This application seeks a Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use to confirm

that the existing garden together with the extant garage building are lawful

under Town and Country Planning Act 1990: Section 191 as amended by

Section 10 of the Town and Country Compensation Act 1991. Town and

Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order (England) 2015.
No comment – leave to Planning Officers 
13.04.07.2 There were no decisions received



	13.04.08
	Cotebrook Flooding Risk: no progress to report


	13.04.09
	Assertion 10 Audit: all councillors have been sent the details of their new email accounts and are 
encouraged to start using them for council business.  The switch over from previous email accounts 

will be gradual and it is hoped that all council business from September onwards will be done over the 

new system.  The Clerk also asked Councillors to check the new website and let her know if they see 

any inaccuracies.



	13.04.10
	Finance Matters (Appendix A) 
13.04.10.1 Councillors approved the accounts for payment and note accounts paid since 9th March 26
13.04.10.2 Councillors note  the bank balance and cash book at the end of March 2026


	13.04.11
	Dog Show: Cllr Atkinson gave a verbal update on plans for a dog show in June as part of the Big 
Community Weekend.  The Willows Vet Practice are providing the posters, the prizes, the judges and 

will hold an information tent and nail clipping service.  Cllr Atkinson and Cllr C. Stubbs asked for 

helpers on the day;  Cllr Gore will help resident Mrs Hague with the enrolment process and Cllr Hardy 

offered the use of his large gazebo for the WI refreshment stand.  All Councillors are urged to help at 

some stage of the day if at all possible.



	13.04.12
	Annual Meeting of the Parish (AGM): Councillors agreed to hold the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
at 6.30pm on Monday 11th May immediately before the May Council meeting at Rose Farm Coffee 
House.



	13.04.13
	Councillors’ updates and items for future agenda: Councillors were reminded that the first Tidy Up Utkinton Session in partnership with Utkinton Village Hall is taking place this coming Saturday and it was agreed that the Clerk should purchase some gloves and litter pickers.  Cllr Hardy will organise white rubbish bags and Cllr C. Stubbs will bring the Community hi-viz vests with her.


	13.04.14

	Next meeting: Monday 11th May at 6.30pm – Annual Meeting of the Parish

                        Monday 11th May at 7pm – full Parish Council Meeting



APPENDIX A

[image: image2.emf]CLERK’S REPORT   11 th   APRIL   2026       1.   ACCOUNTS  PAID      

NAME  DETAILS  VAT  TOTAL   £  

Kathryn Lloyd   Clerk’s salary   March   2026   386.40  

Cheshire Association of  Local Councils   Induction for new Councillors  –   attended by Cllr Moore   25  

Sun Leisure  Weights for PC gazebo & purchase of  gazebo on behalf of Tarporley Rotary  Club.    *£664.16 reclaimed from  Rotary Club      132.84  797  

Cotebrook Village Hall  Room hire for Community Events  Meeting    20.25  

James Newman   Grounds Maintenance  –   Cotebrook &  High Billinge first trim of the year   162  

Parish Online  New .gov website and emails   55  330  

  2.   Income received    

NAME  DETAILS  REF  TOTAL £  

Cheshire West &  Chester Council   Community  Infrastructure Levy (CIL)   RFPCIL250  1,327.19  

Cheshire West &  Chester Council   Precept  ----  14,700  

    3.   Cashbook Reconciliation                         

JUBILEE/CORONATION FUND   

    

Bank Reconciliation at 1st April 2026  

    

Cash Book  Balance b/fwd  £7,330.61  

Plus  Receipts   £0.00  

Less  Payments   £1,953.30  

     £5,377.31  

    

                           

UTKINTON & COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL  

    

Bank Reconciliation at 1st April 2026  

    

Cash Book  Balance b/fwd  £8,884.77  

Plus  Receipts   £267.37  

 Payments   £3,777.83  

      

Less     

Bank  Current a/c   £0.00  

 Deposit a/c   £5,374.31  

Less unpresented cheques    

   £5,374.31  
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UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING


Monday 13th April 2026 at 7pm
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