


UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Rose Farm Coffee House on
Monday 11th May 2026 
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MINUTES


	11.05.01
	Election of Chair: Cllr Kasteniemi nominated Cllr Graham Spencer as Chair for the next year, seconded by Cllr Moore and agreed unanimously.
Cllr Spencer signed the Acceptance of Office.


	11.05.02
	Election of Vice Chair: Cllt Atkinson nominated Cllr Matthew Grant as Vice Chair for the next year, seconded by Cllr Kasteniemi agreed unanimously.
Cllr Spencer signed the Acceptance of Office.


	[bookmark: _Hlk65501052]11.05.03

	Public Open Forum: There was one member of the public present but all issues had been discussed at the Annual Meeting of the Parish immediately before the Council meeting and there were no further issues raised.


	11.05.04
	Present: Cllr Marian Atkinson, Cllr Anita Gore, Cllr Matthew Grant, Cllr Sami Kasteniemi, Cllr Stephen Moore, Cllr Andrew Needham, Cllr Graham Spencer (Chair)
Apologies accepted from: Cllr Caroline Stubbs, Cllr Ed Stubbs and CWaC Ward Cllr Charles Hardy
In attendance: Kath Lloyd, Clerk 


	11.05.05
	Declarations of Interest: There were no new declarations of interest.

	11.05.06
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting of 13th April 2026: Cllr Atkinson proposed that  the minutes of the previous council meeting were accurate, seconded by Cllr Moore and agreed unanimously as accurate.  


	11.05.07
	Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters: Ward Cllr Charles Hardy had been present at the Annual Meeting of the Parish immediately before the Council meeting and had said that he had no further comments to make. 


	11.05.08
	Planning Applications:
11.05.08.1   There were no applications received 

Cllr Grant noted that plans for developments around Tarporley would have a knock on effect on Utkinton and Cotebrook.  Councillors are urged to fully understand the potential implications of such developments Planning Matters | Tarporley Village Cheshire

11.05.08.2 There were no decisions received

11.05.08.3 To note the training presentation shared by Ward Cllr Hardy – Clerk will recirculate to Councillors.


	11.05.09
	Dog Show: Cllr Atkinson gave a verbal update – the plans are going well and Councillors were strongly urged to prioritise the event and commit to a role during the day.  Help is needed to marshal parking, erect and dismantle gazebos, sell raffle tickets and register dogs. 
Rose Farm Coffee House is providing cold drinks and burgers, the WI are providing tea and cakes, portable toilets have been booked, and the Clerk has completed the Risk Assessment. 
Cllr Moore has volunteered the use of his gazebo and Cllr Gore offered to be onsite by 9.30am to help erect it.

	11.05.10
	Statutory Policies:  Cllr Grant proposed that the Standing Orders; Financial 
Regulations; Code of Conduct and Financial Risk Assessment presented by the Clerk and 
circulated prior to the meeting be approved. Cllr Atkinson seconded the proposal and the motion 
was carried unanimously.


	11.05.11
	Additional Policies: Cllr Grant proposed that the Bullying and 
Harassment, Equality and Diversity, IT Policy, Communication Policy and Data Protection Policy 
presented by the Clerk and circulated prior to the meeting, be approved.  The proposal was 
seconded by Cllr Kasteniemi and the motion was carried unanimously.


	11.05.12
	Community Grant Application Policy: The Community Grant Application policy and process for the next year was approved. 


	11.05.13
	Working Party membership and review:
11.05.13.1 Council approved the continuation of the Jubilee Fund Group
11.05.13.2 Council reviewed and approved the membership of the Jubilee Fund Group
11.05.13.3 Council approved the amended Terms of References for the Jubilee Fund Group

	11.05.14
	United Utilities Update: There was a brief update from United Utilities, the planting and tank work 
is now finished and a maintenance contract to look after the new trees is in place. 
There are two filter beds, one with a broken drain, are being drained and refurbished 
The Parish Council has received  donation of £5,000 from United Utilities for a community project 
and the Clerk is seeking quotes for a new Speed Indicator Device.  The Council will consider how 
to use any remaining monies from the donation at a later date.
RESOLVED: the Clerk will write a thank you letter to the CEO at United Utilities.


	11.05.15
	Finance Matters – APPENDIX A
11.05.15.1 Council approved the accounts for payment and noted accounts paid since 13th April 26
11.05.15.2 Council noted the bank balance and cash book at the end of April 2026
11.05.15.3 Council approved the inurance premium of £622.31 from Hiscox Insurance, a 
reduction from £665.27 last year.
11.05.15.4 Council approved a request from a resident of the purchase of a frame 
needed to secure the knitted poppies at the War Memorial for Remembrance Service at a 
cost of around £150.  


	12.05.16
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda: 
· Cllr Spencer thanked Cllr Grant for all his hard work on the Parish Times which should be ready to be distributed within the next few weeks.
· Cllr Atkinson reported that her husband has cleaned the paving slabs at the bus stop in Cotberook and replace the damaged concrete at the front. Councillors expressed their thanks to Mr Atkinson. 
· Cllr Gore asked Council to note the very poor workmanship and quality of repairs on Heath Lane.  The Clerk was asked to make a complaint to CWaC. 
· Councillors expressed their sadness at the recent death of Mr Denis Mulvey who was a long term Utkinton resident and greatly supportive of community events.  He will be sadly missed and condolences to his family and friends were recorded. 

	12.05.17

	Date of next meeting: Monday 9th June at 7pm at Cotebrook Village Hall 
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  CLERK’S REPORT   6 th   MAY   2026       1.   ACCOUNTS  PAID      

NAME  DETAILS  VAT  TOTAL   £  

Kathryn Lloyd   Clerk’s salary   March   2026   386.40  

Cheshire Association of  Local Councils   Annual Subs   234.80  

Defib Supplies  New battery for defib    55  330  

Cotebrook Village Hall  Room hire for  Parish Council   Meeting    2 7  

James Newman   Grounds Maintenance  –   Cotebrook &  High Billinge    270  

Mid Cheshire Footpath  Society  Annual Subs   8  

Open Air Film & Chill  Ltd  Fee for Community Cinema  380  2280  

  2.   Income received    

NAME  DETAILS  REF  TOTAL £  

Anonymous  Sponsorship of Community Cinema   2,000  

Fox & Barrel   Advert for Community Events   30  

Shire Horse Centre   Advert for Community Events   250  

    3.   Cashbook Reconciliation                                                    

Cash Book Balance b/fwd

5,374.31

Plus Receipts

18,321.31

Less Payments £2,240.43

£21,455.19

Bank Current a/c £0.00

Deposit a/c £21,455.19

Less unpresented cheques

£21,455.19

Bank Reconciliation at 1st May 2026 (end April)

Cash Book Balance b/fwd £5,377.31

Plus Receipts £2,283.94

Less Payments £2,382.80

 

£5,278.45

JUBILEE/COMMUNITY  FUND 

Bank Reconciliation at 30th April 2026


