


UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held at Rose Farm Coffee Shop
on
Monday 13th July 2026 at 7pm
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	Public Open Forum: The Chairman welcomed two members of the public and the following issues were discussed – 
· A member of the public raised concerns about the continuing poor service from Royal Mail.  Many people are only receiving deliveries once a week causing missed appointments, and delays to banking and important items of mail.  With local elections coming up next year there is also a concern about postal votes and the impact delays could have on the democratic process.  They had been in contact with the CW&C Scrutiny team who had agreed to look into this matter and the Parish Council was asked if they would write to CW&C and other bodies such as ChALC with evidence and their concerns
· A Member of the public asked for an update on the flooding at Cotebrook.  The Chairman reported that CW&C Flood Officer, Gareth Owen had asked a series of questions which the Clerk had replied to and the PC were now awaiting a response from him.

	13.07.02
	Present: Cllr Marian Atkinson, Cllr Anita Gore, Cllr Matthew Grant, Cllr Sami Kasteniemi, Cllr Stephen Moore, Cllr Graham Spencer (Chair),
Apologies accepted and approved from:  Cllr Andrew Needham Cllr Caroline Stubbs and Cllr Ed Stubbs 
In attendance: Carol Spencer, locum Clerk

	13.07.03
	Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of new interest.

	13.07.04
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting of 8th June 2026: Council approved the minutes of the previous council meeting which were duly signed by the Chair. 


	13.07.05
	Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters: Cllr Hardy did not attend.


	13.07.06
	Planning Applications:
13.07.06.1   There were no applications received.

13.07.06.2  There were no decisions received


	13.07.07
	Dog Show:  Cllr Atkinson reported that this had been a nice day.  It would have been good to have a few more entrants but for a first event had been good.  The parking had been well organised but few burgers had been sold and there were some cakes left.  Some feedback had been whether it would be better to be held on a Sunday rather than Saturday.  Early discussion were under way regarding an event next year.


	13.07.08
	Big Community Summer Update: Cllr Grant reported that all the core Summer events had now been held and thanked everyone for their hard work.  The film night had gone well and it was a shame a few more people hadn’t attended although there was a good number of children at the first film.  Again, it would have been good to have a few more people at the Boot Sale but for a first attempt this had been a good morning.  The quiz night had been well attended and been a fun night and the big raffle had been drawn and the winners notified.  There had been a successful series of events and although all the moneys hadn’t been totalled up there was likely to be around £4 to £6 thousand to be divided between the organisations.  Feedback had been good and it was likely that some events would be repeated
Cllr Grant asked if the organisations who had held stand-alone events could report their takings so that the cumulative figures could be noted.
He also gave special thanks to the WI had had been fantastic and made cakes etc for many of the events and to John Johnson for his help on film night and suggested that a letter of appreciation be sent to him
Finally it was noted that, although not part of the festival, the publicity had had a positive impact on an Open Garden event in Cotebrook and that the Church was now open at weekend for visits and quiet reflection.
The final event will be the festival dinner on 3rd October.


	13.07.09
	Cotebrook Flooding Update: Further to the comments in Open Forum it was agreed that any response from CW&C should be an agenda items in September.
             It was noted that Council had considered paying for a camera survey of the drains but it was agreed to put this on hold until the response from Gareth Owen (CW&C) had been received.


	13.07.09
	Finance Matters – APPENDIX 2
13.07.09.1 No accounts for payment were presented but the Clerk asked for “Approval in Principle” for any payments due – All in Favour
13.07.09.2 Council noted the bank balance and cash book at the end of June 2026
08.06.11.3 Council noted the satisfactory completion of the Internal audit report but also noted that a cash handling policy may be required


	13.07.10
	Actions from June 2026 Meeting: 
· Overgrown hedge opposite High Billinge Farm.  The Chairman will deal with this matter.
· The footpath between John Street and Wood Lane still needs cutting back – the Chairman will deal with this matter
· Horse and/or cyclists signs – In Cllr C Stubbs absence this was deferred to September
· Christmas trees and Decorations – It was agreed to defer this item until September when the amount of funds available should be known
          There was a short discussion about a venue for the Christmas meal but no decision was made

	13.07.11
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda: 
           Cllr Atkinson reported that although the grass had been cut other parts of the Cotebrook book box area were looking overgrown and untidy.  The Chairman will speak to James Newman
            The state of several roads including Heaths Lane and Oulton Mill Lane were reported.  
            The large hedge on the junction of Smithy Lane and Utkinton Road is now growing over the road.  To be reported to Highways.
            Likewise there is a hedge at a property in The Crescent overhanging the footpath.  Again this will be reported to Highways
            Cllr Atkinson reported that due to the very hot weather the flowers in the Cotebrook Pot had died.  She asked if these could be removed and the pot left empty till the weather eased – All in Favour
            A letter had been received about the Pickleball court at Utkinton Village Hall  A resident asked if there had been a letter or survey about this.

	08.06.13

	Date of next meeting: Monday        September at 7pm at Cotebrook Village Hall
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