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Description automatically generated]UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
on
Monday 14th September 2026 at 7pm



       

MINUTES
		                 		              
	[bookmark: _Hlk65501052]14.09.01

	Public Open Forum: There were no members of the public present. 

	14.09.02
	Present: Cllr Matthew Grant, Cllr Anita Gore (7.15pm onwards) Cllr Andrew Needham, Cllr Graham Spencer (Chairman), Cllr Caroline Stubbs
Apologies: Cllr Marian Atkinson, Cllr Sami Kasteniemi, Cllr Stephen Moore, Cllr Ed Stubbs.
Apologies were also noted from Ward Cllr Charles Hardy


	14.09.03
	Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of new interest.

	14.09.04
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting of 13th July 2026: The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 


	14.09.05
	Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters: Cllr Hardy had sent the following report - 
Drains and gullies:
I continue to report blocked gullies and blocked or collapsed drains.  In particular, I reported two blocked gullies on Utkinton Road in the hope that they would be cleared before winter to avoid the road flooding.
 
In Cotebrook I am aware of two flooding issues that date back many years.
One issue is that of Woodlands Close and the land behind flooding and I am aware that at a recent meeting of the Parish Council of Utkinton and Cotebrook, the Parish Council committed to a camera survey of the drains.  I have, in the past, met Gareth Owen at Cotebrook and I will be interested in any update he has on the situation.
 
The other flooding issue in Cotebrook is regarding the houses on the A49 including where Alan and Valerie Hague live.  The principle issue seems to be a blocked or collapsed drain discharging into Sandyford Brook.  The Cheshire West and Chester Council have, in the past, carried out a camera survey and confirmed the drain is blocked but the Council have done nothing to rectify the issue.  The problem is exacerbated by blocked gullies nearby which causes an excessive amount of water to run down to the houses.
I recently reported:
Two blocked gullies on the A49
A blocked gully on the corner of the A49 and Utkinton Lane
A blocked gully on Utkinton Lane between the A49 and Stable Lane
A blocked gully on Utkinton Lane between Stable Lane and Briar Lane.
 
All were deemed by the Cheshire West and Chester Council of not in need of attention.
 
Highways:
I continue to report poor highways conditions.  As is usually the case, some of those reported on Utkinton Road were approved for maintenance, whilst others were not.
 
Stable Lane:
I recently carried out a litter pick on Stable Lane, between the A49 and Heaths Lane.  I filled nine Cheshire West and Chester litter pick bags with litter which were then collected by Andy from Street Care.  I am appalled at the quantity of litter on Stable Lane since my litter pick just a few weeks ago.
 
Speed Indicator Device (S.I.D.)
The two subjects I receive most correspondence on are highways condition and vehicle speed.
In the 2026 – 2027 year I have used my Members Budget to fully purchase a S.I.D., through the Chesire Constabulary, for use in the Tarporley Ward.  I have also contributed towards the purchase of a S.I.D. to be used exclusively in the Parish of Tarporley.
The Tarporley S.I.D. has been used over the past few weeks in several different locations.  The S.I.D. not only reduces the speed of vehicles but also provides very useful data on the number of vehicles and vehicle speeds.  This information can be used by the police to best decide where to have police speed checks.
I am aware that the fixed S.I.D. on John Street has been refurbished but I am not sure what data it provides.
I get regular correspondence regarding what are considered excessive vehicle speeds on John Street and Utkinton Road.  It is not possible to place a S.I.D. in any and every location but I suggest the Parish Council of Utkinton and Cotebrook liaise with the police as to where in the Parish they would like to see a S.I.D. deployed.
As always, please contact me if you have any issues you wish to discuss with me.
 

	14.09.06
	Planning Applications:
14.09.06.1   There were no applications received in September for Councillors to consider. 

14.09.06.2  Councillors noted the following applications submitted during August and not circulated to Councillors due to the Clerk’s Bereavement leave. 

	Ref No
	Site Address
	Proposal
	Response

	Planning Appeal 26/01044/PDQ
	Agricultural Barn At Forest Farm Heaths Lane Utkinton Tarporley
	Tarporley Conversion of existing agricultural barn into 4 dwellings using existing access
	It was noted that this structure has steel columns and an asbestos roof, not specified on the planning application. 

	26/02292/FUL
	Poolhead, Oulton Mill Lane, Tarporley (adjoining Council area) 
	Single storey rear extension to replace existing conservatory
	Before 01.08.2026



14.09.06.3  There were no decisions received

14.09.06.3 Councillors discussed a draft response complied by the Chairman to the Local Plan scoping consultation | Cheshire West Planning Policy  and agreed that with minor amendments, it should be sent to Cheshire West and Chester Council as the Parish Councils’ submission.  Councillors thanked the Chairman for his work in putting together the excellent response. 


	14.09.07
	Remembrance Events: Ex-Councillor, Francis Tunney has volunteered to co-ordinate the Remembrance Sunday on 8th November, with support from two other residents and the parish council.  The Parish Council has agreed to fund the cost of a wooden frame to hold the knitted poppies, the Clerk has informed CWaC of the event and will share a Risk Assessment with Mr Tunney.  The wooden crosses will be marked up as in previous years and the clerk has bought two wreaths – one for the War Memorial and one for St Helens’ Church. 
Cllr Grant is considering the viability of holding a fund raiser again and will confirm the date with the Clerk so that publicity can be arranged.
Cllr C. Stubbs will check how many lamppost poppies are in the storage unit. 


	14.09.08
	Big Community Summer Update: Cllr Grant reported that all the summer events had been very successful and it is hoped that the final event on 3rd October at Cotebrook Village Hall will be equally as popular. The total funds raised will be available at the next meeting.


	14.09.09
	Cotebrook Flooding Update: the Chairman has contacted the MP’s office and the MP has written to the Environment Agency and contacted CWaC and United Utilities. A meeting is planned in the autumn and the Chairman will follow up with the MP.
The Clerk has received written permission from CWaC for the Parish Council to carry out a drainage survey and will seek a quote for the work.


	14.09.10
	Calendar: Councillors were enthusiastic about the production of a second calendar and agreed that local residents would be asked to contribute photographs with a deadline of mid October and that all residents would receive a free calendar with a small number of surplus being available to buy. 


	14.09.11
	Parish Times: Cllr Grant is co-ordinating the next edition of the Parish Times and asked for items for inclusion as soon as possible. 

	14.09.12
	Finance Matters – APPENDIX A
14.09.12.1 Council approved accounts for payment and note accounts paid since 13th July 2026
14.09.12.2 Council noted the bank balance and cash book at the end of August 2026
14.09.12.3 Council noted the satisfactory completion of the external audit report 


	14.09.13
	Christmas: 
14.09.13.1 It was noted that some Councillors who were absent were keen to erect decorative Christmas trees and/or decorations in the parish but the Councillors present felt reluctant to commit relatively large sums of money to decorations without any mandate from residents.  RESOLVED: that the Parish Times will carry a request to local residents asking for their views. It was also suggested that St Johns Church might host a Christmas tree display with a range of decorated trees or that residents may wish to take part in a competition for “best decorated window”.  All ideas will be shared via the Parish Times. 

14.09.13.2 Christmas Meal – agreed unanimously that the Coffee House at Rose Farm be asked to provide the Council Christmas Meal on Monday 14th Dec. The Clerk will contact the Coffee House. 


	14.09.14
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda: 
· The Council needs to consult with local Utkinton residents about how best to use the contribution from United Utilities, after both speed cameras have been serviced. 
· Hedge at High BIllinge – the Chairman and Cllr C. Stubbs visited the property and some of the hedge has been trimmed but they felt that more was needed so it was agreed that Cllrs Spencer and Stubbs would pay another visit. 
· It was noted that the grass/weeds around some of the Village Gateway signs is overgrown and looking untidy.  The Clerk will contact the Grounds Maintenance team. 

	14.09.15

	Date of next meeting: Monday 12th October at 7pm at Rose Farm Coffee House
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FINANCE    REPORT   13 th   SEPTEMBER   2026       1.   ACCOUNTS  PAID      

DETAILS  VAT   £  TOTAL £  

Clerk’s salary   August & Sept   2026   772.80  

Royal British Legion  –   Poppy Shop 2 x wreaths &  12 wooden crosses  15  90  

Dr Helen Jones  –     Pyrography name burning x 12   180  

CWaC Tens Licence for Big Community Festival Dinner 3 rd   Oct   21  

SLCC Branch Conference  –   Clerk to attend 24 th   Sept   45  

Locum Clerk cover  –   July 2026 meeting   44.46  

James Newman  –   Inv1149 Grounds Maintenance    378  

James Newman  –   Inv 1138 Grounds Maintenance   987  

    2.   Income received    

NAME  DETAILS  REF  TOTAL £  

Community Events  Sponsorship & advertising revenue   4182.50  

    

      3.   Cashbook Reconciliation          

JUBILEE/ COMMUNITY  FUND   

    

Bank Reconciliation at 31st August 2026  

    

Cash Book  Balance b/fwd  £7,577.82  

Plus  Receipts   £4,164.51  

Less  Payments   £2,299.97  

     £9,442.36  

                                                      

    

Bank Reconciliation at 31st August 2026   

    

Cash Book  Balance b/fwd  £23,108.34  

Plus  Receipts   £4,198.31  

Less  Payments   £4,162.23  

   £23,144.42  

    

Bank  Current a/c   £0.00  

 Deposit a/c   £23,144.42  

Less unpresented cheques    

   £23,144.42  

    


